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THE PREFACE. 


¶ To the right Woonllip⸗ 


full and my ſuiguler good Laz 


die. the Ladie une 
Herbert of r 
ton. 


Exit perſia; 
ed, that af this pꝛe⸗ 
ent the 1yght of the 
My trouthe boocth moze 
A flourilhe herc amouz 

— cia vs in "Englaube, 
than "elſwhere thozoughout the whols 
wozld, aud ſeyng the ktutte ol ou wozs 
kes rather toempay2e than amende, 
ſchiete to grow and vertyets decale, to; 
netouſeneſte to teigne u wr Lagos 
is profelfed, and of eue a ae thyng 
the contrary to haue place, bf that whis 
— choulde be We ; me ſeemed J 

uo leſre doe, than reaſon with mp 

fe whatall theſe thing] chuld meant, 
5 findpng in conelutlon, that they, 
Ji whichg 
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THE PREFACE... a 
whiche knowe reaſon, can not yet rule 
theim ſel es by reaſon : me thought it 
neccſCarie to publiſſhe vnto the woꝛlde 
this little wooꝛke, that N haue ſciaped 
out of the duſt: Not thynkyng therby 
to obteine redzefCe of al men, but in hope 
that ſome vertuous myndes beholdyng 
pere as in a glaſle, the ſpottes of theyz 
Owne vices, ſhall pet the rather bende 
theyꝛ hertes towardes chatitee and cons 
tempt ot theſe wo21dely vanitecs . And 
becauſe J baue fouzide ſo muche ncgli- 
gente in man, tuat almoſt he delerueth 
not to be warned any moze of his folic; 
rycrfoze did J determine to dedicate mp 
done vnto a oman, to pioue whether 
tt mate! take | gy roote in theim: to the 
entenf cat men aſhamed, thozough the 
vertuvufe examples ot women, mate be 
p2ouoked therby to retourme theim ſel- 
kes, whiche no kunde of admoyrcion 2 
perſuade them to dooe . Aud fin 
amongeſt women your Ladifhip in 8 
tue aud 'puntee to excelie as the rin 

m 


THE, .PREFACH, 
mant amongeſt the iewelles, J thought 
it my duity ta commende it ſpectally vn 
to pou. Alfurpng mp ſeite, that the 
wonderfull qualitees and modeſtee of 
pour Iadiſhip ſhall be a no leſſe terrour 

to theim, that viciouſely would rea 
pugne this little wozke, than the 
thyng it ſelfe ſhall be a per 
ſuaſion to otbers, that 
beyug well dilpo⸗ 
 {ed,male thers. . 
of take ots 
caſion - - 
to amende they 
lyfes, 
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¶ Von Ladiſpipt moſt be 
{ man NI¹ 
Thomas. 
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THE TABLE. 


© Che thynges that 
. re —— 5 " 
this bogke;} - 


Ne e. "IM 
© "That ige pleaſires of ie bi an i 
ot ko be folowed:; * 
How abbdininable the vice 'of| 2 is. 
Dio -w abbothibiable alſo 1 is, 
That beautie i3 u Vt ng. 
That force and r. is aſſo vaine. 
Thanh ſſe eve oy ty emed, 
T hat honour for, 
That dominion eas: 2 5 * deſed, 
hat a [awful ſorde &. 
The fondeneſſe of . 
hat a tyranne is, 
hn nn 
Concſuſion m vanites. 
The opinion of * touchyng the bleſſed life, 
God isonely good. 
Chriſte is the waie, the"veritee, and the liſe, 
Chriſt coupleth man with Gol, $ 
1 


4 


THE TABLE; 
The ſiſe of Chriſt in this worlde, 
Efernall iſe, - 
The knowlſa ge of Cod. 
Cood woorkes are neceſſarie. 
The teſtament of Chriſt, | 
The new commaundement comprebendeth the 
whole law. 
The lone of God fowardes vs. 
bat our mutuall ſoue ought to be. 


The concluſion what our doynges cught to be, 


FINIS, 


Tte vanitee ofthis woke, 
TR "POLIB/ OP 
+ - MAN, 


GS ONSIDERYNGC: 


terreſtr(all: theo 
ther moꝛtal 
led au expꝛeſte 


i gen 
and p 


applipng althis'/ 
is garmen- 
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The Vanites 


png on theone parte confozmable vnto 
bꝛute beaſtes, and of the other ſyde pars 
fakers of dluinttee) attendyng ohely to 
the oznainent of theearthly part, we do 
as muche as lieth in vs to tranſfozine 
that diuinitee that we baue, into earths 
_ Whertoze the pꝛophete tuſtly 
aieth, 
Ihe man in honour comparyng his degree, 
Seetß not how like vnto a brute beaſt is he. 
Fo? though we ſee this Folie to be eui⸗ 
dent, yet the moꝛe part ot vs continuai⸗ 
1 by — a7, w it: becauſe (oe 
ozldty wiſedome) the Ades en mor 
pudent, that moſt can faſten theim ſei⸗ 
tes therin. Ot whiche our folte there 
is not one kinde alone, but many and di⸗ 
uers, ſome moued through oneopinton, 
—— ene ſome pꝛaw⸗ 
en dy one aftection, & ver: 
alwaies beſtowyng their ſtudy how dei 
they mate pleaſe the bodie . Foꝛ fome 


rhep2 yore gert and minde tu ſa⸗ 
tiffie the pleaſures of they? eatthly ſen⸗ 
nke the beautte 2 

e body woozthy te bs 

pꝛeker⸗ 


bs 


The Vanifee ofthis woride. 
preferred betoꝛe all other hinges: ons | 


attend onely tothe and heaping 
vp ok rt Some eſteeme no 
kellcitee to be ared vnto the attet- 
gnyng ot d 


thetr deſires to the getting of glo2p an 
fame. Unto the ſtudie of whiche thyn- 
ges (it I be not decetued) the moſt part 
ot al liuing men daue bent theirthougb⸗ 
tes and trauatles. Whertoꝛe examp⸗ 
nyng thetm by one and one, J determine 
nowe to ſee whether there be any thyng 
in any of theim, that houlde cauſe vs 
thervpon ſo muche to fire our deſy2es, 


C That the pleafares of the body ought 
not to be folowed, 


At fo: the pleaſute that trauat⸗ 


leth our ſenſes, is none other but 
acraftie flatterer, that wifhHis 


fauiſe ſw and with his feigned 
fitto ve go9d 25 che nopſometo be p30- 
and op 202 

firadle. f thatſouewhitheſuffreth 
| At htr (citg 


The vanitee 
bir ſelte to be tangled with ryc alluryn⸗ 
ges of plcaſure, muſte needes at length 
tynde hir ſelte captiue and thzall vnto 
the bodte: as the diuine Plato well re⸗ 
berſeth, ſateyng, Pleaſure lyke a 2 

noflefaſtenetheheloule to the bodie, and 
topgneth it ſobarde together dat it 


30 come cot | 
lo werb, that the he koule I late) eſtes 
meth thoſe thynges to be true, that the 
bodie pꝛeſenteth vnto hir: and conſe= 
quently delityng iu that that the bodte 
deliteth, muſt nedes departe farre from 
euer high and honourable conſideracts- 
on: as it ſemeth the good Romatne well 
vnderſtode, who hauyng beard a phtio⸗ 


ſopher ot | euery thing 
ougbt to t atteigne 
pleaſure, p2ated god to geue that opini⸗ 

n viito Pyzrhus and t bamutres 
i th abe ee ople) 


thynk eane, the Komains 
ſhoulde igne victozie agaiuſt 
Ee? e of ada 


it did well appeare, 


To whom the pleaſures of Capua were more 
noyſome, 

Than were the battailes of Traſimene and 
Cannasto F Rome, 


Wher⸗ 


I 


ofthis worlde, 
Whertoꝛe not without cauſe did the ei⸗ 


tee ot Sparta lounge tyme wit 
files ot hir tin fare rom the deli 
ces of Aſia : — 1 5 ent , 


info Spaine) inc tle 
gage 
tho wh eru p 
A 2 oy aropronng op 
ken a . Fo: the-whiche bothe the 
Lacedemoniens and Scipio deſerued no 

leſſe commendacion, than Xerres mea⸗ 
ritcd blame in — pug —— V 
ges,andovid cee en | 
ges, and o Pp crour in | 
erectyng a new office ouer the pleaſures | 
in Rome. But what woozdes mate be | 


in 
ſu woozthtly to detect the vile⸗ | 
neſſe ot Ariſti e beyng nouriſ- 


Seed se 88d 


ſhed with moſte holie on in the 
* ſchole of So (onely- to atteigne 
) pleaſure) dt — bem ſelfe to line in 
8 the tourt of Denys ther poꝛ⸗ 
Fr tyngtob ed on, and a thouſande 
T other villainies, whlehe he regarded not 
| as longe as he myght wikh pleaſure fill / 


his bealy. And therko:e did Diogenes 
woorthily call hym the kynges dogge: 
Fo: though he had called hym the kyn⸗ 
es \wpne, me ſeemeth he ſhoulbe haue 


oven pun nogeear wonge And lyke 


tt ag this 


— The vanitee 
Ks this mans lite (ot all men ot good 0d 
ton) —— repꝛoche, euin fo the 
uce ot (who otherwiſe dad 
ben a — dable man) mate tas 
ther a great deale be — — tdan — 
ended: in that he fated, be knewe 


bo to finde an e 5 
taſte ot e ve 0 all 
thynges were taken awate. x. 

¶ How abhominable the vice of glotonte is, 


| Ouchyng the fy: wherof (which 
is the pleaſure in eatyng and dꝛin⸗ 
kyng) J can not ſce what greatter 
enemie nature maie haue. Foz wheras 
os hath geuen ns appetite ta conſerue 
our lifes withall, we contxatiwyſe liue 
// onely ta ſerue our appetites, ag it doeth 
— appeare Jy —— 2 edge 
a th therof vnto bern, tha 
with GENES and dzinzes ſpend 
they: lyues. Foz they in maner enigie 
— _ - uy — dan 
graunted vs, whan cof appetite 
chat ſhuldecalltheim to <A meates, 
thei are faine athouſande wales to des 
uiſe how thei mate geftethrrim ſelfes an 
2 (te, and ſo doe lacke the true plea / 


ſure and — that, wherin thes 
moſt 


this worlde, | 
moſt delite. Ttuely, better ſauout dis 
Perſians fynde in theyz Rasturtia ( 
groſſe meate that they vſed) than euer 


theyz moſte ſumptuouſe aud pzodigail 
bankettes,.02 thait euet didde Uitellius 
amongeſt all the ſauourye delycacyes 
brought hym from ſo many countrets, 
and beyonde ſo many ſeas. And thera 
toꝛe muche commendable was the aun⸗ 


ſweare ot Ale vnto the queene of 
Carta, who ace ce byin exquiſite 
meates dil 8 5 : bepng this, 


That biscookes were better thanhirs to, 

R rie, meanyng bis 
trau nyght that made hm dyne 
be 8 {obzc diner that made bing 
0 * 


Artaxerxes, dꝛother vn⸗ 
to häaüpng loſt bis pꝛouiſion in a 
certeine diſcoumtiture, was conſtrei⸗ 
* to eate barly head and dale Ugo 
ge anger, whiche fo muche 


pleaſed hem, that he ſated: © what a 


Rege terte never taſted the 
like befo2e? berfoze I conclude it to 
be mUucheTuperfluouſe the ſtudie and (es 
kyng fo2 the varietee o2 deintethneſſe of 
meates : ſepug the delite ot the taſte con- 


liteth not tu the qualttees of the, but in 
a 


did Marke Antonie, oz Cleopatra, it 


Te. 
: 
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The vanitee N 
the appetite ot the man. Belydes that 
the true wate, longe to enioie a pleaſant 
taſte, ts a ſobze lite: Foz who otherwiſe 
dooeth ſeeke it, thynkyng to ſatiſfiebim 
ſelte, hyndzeth ſurelie the longe tyme 
that he myght els entote : nothyng in 
this woꝛlde being a greatter ſhoztner of 
mans lite thi the pleaſing of the mouth, 
whiche bzingeth hymto a thouſandein- 
fy:mitees, the moſt greuouſe that man 
mate haue. 
there that can ſo ſoone conſume our ſub⸗ 
Naunce and patrimontes © what thyng 


can ſo ſoone take from vs ourſenſes and 
bnderſtandyngs{ what thyng (s-moze 


apte to make vs diſcloſe our ſecretes 2 
And is there any other, that ſo pꝛompt⸗ 


And what other wate tg. 


Ip bzingeth vs inſklaunder and quarel=- 
les as it? No ſurely: and therfoze ſaith 


the pzophete Eſate well: Wo bee to 
theim that riſe wn to go to the tauernes. 
Lyke as in the goſpell it is witten, that 


the riche man (who befoze had liued de⸗ 


lictouſelp) liftyng vp his etes from bell, 
deſired Lazarus (that betoꝛe died at his 
doꝛe foꝛ hunger) to deſcende out of the 
boaſome of Abꝛabam to refreſbe him in 
bis burupng heate. 


Dow 


| of this worlde, 
C How abhominable Lecherie is. 


t to come vnto thother pleaſure, 

B at Epicure eſteemeth to conſiſt in 
carnall copulacton,the tscals 

led of Plato a veh b 


pleaſure » And befoze hym Sophoctes 
badde enamed tafierl and 4 
cruell tpꝛaune: out good cauſe. 
F 8 obteigneth no ſooner the 
dominion ouer mans minde, but that ie 
ſo doeth rauiſhe him, that ſkarcely may 
be attend to any other thyng : + though 
welt he happen to fynde his owne er- 


rour, pet foz all that, ceaſeth he not to 
folow it. 


For folawyng the woorſe be ſheweth bym 
ſelf, E al 45 P 

And what other affection hath there ben 

ſeen, that euer hath bzought man and 

woman to ſo headlong entrepꝛiſes, to ſo 

perillous wozkes, æ to ſo wicked dedes, 

as this? Truelp (as J beleue) none. 


Fox this — —ä to the vn⸗ 
laufullembzacinges of hir amne tonne, 
And tyts made Artaxerxes vuto.. ecclr, 
Av women 
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"The vanitee 
women that he kepte, to iopgne in the 


noumbte of his concubines, ti, of bis 


owne daughters. What ſhall J ate ot 
Zueene of AJacedomie, that 
t_realme vnto an adoulterer 

bat of 


rende ont Catal, ra 
La Caligula, that violas 
ted owne ſpſters 2 J woull not 
ſpeake of the vunaturall vſe of Tybeti⸗ 
us: and woull alſo paſſe ouer tn ſilence 
the abhominacion of Nero, of Delioga⸗ 
balus, + of other Romaine emperours, 
whoſe vices to remembze maketh me to 
abhoꝛte the reherſall of chey2 names. 
et will A not fo2gette Ruben and Abs 


. to couple with 
their en. But be that woul 


well vnderſtande, how venemouſe a pes 
ſtilence this furie is, let him behold Sas 
lomon (the lyght of ſapience) who haz 
upng, D OL. wpt0s, and. CCC. coucu⸗ 


btnes, ouercomen of rage, ſuffered hym 
ſelte to fall from the true god, and to be 
ledde into idolatrie, J fozbeave the mot 
filthieeramples, wherof the holie ſcri⸗ 
ptures are no leſſe full then the pꝛotane: 
and wyll onely reberſe the vabzideled 
appetite ot theim that haue been endu⸗ 
ted to embzace aud to vie the dead ear⸗ 

. calles z 


of this worlde, 


caſſes: whiche both inthe anttcient and 
alſo in the later memoꝛies are cuident, 
beſides that I coulde tenen 


How Poſiphe ſo ſouſe applied bir beaſiſly wit, 
That in a 01 pee bull hir ſelſe ſhe 
NOK 4 


my, * 
Whiche J ſaſe not to gene aucto2itee 
withall vnto the fable, but vader this 
fable to ſate, that peraduenture tn theſe 
our dates there haue been knowen mote 
than one of ſuche exaumples, no lelle 
foule, odious and abhominable then the 
filthte vice is wherof thet pꝛocede: whis 
che being ſo abhominable as it is, is ma 
ny tymes cruelly auenged with tuſt dos 
lour. Foz there is no iniurie ſo bitter, 
noꝛ none that ſo pzomptely moueth the 
people vnto armes againſt the bloudde 
and agapuſt the lyfe not onelie of the 
meane ſozt,but alſo many times of their 
wn 3888 _—_— : = 455 
refufed the poke of tyzanute till the vi⸗ 
olatyng of Lucrece: and the tenne rus 
lers were [uſteigned vntill that the chas 
ſtitceof Utrginita was tempted. Shall 
J Cate that the fo2cevfed againſt Pays. 
ſania cauſed the death of kyng philip: 
xea and moze, many times not my i 


The vanites 
fnfur{es,but falſe ſuſpiciss haue cauſed 
ſubiectes to take the weapon in hand as 
gatnſt their pꝛinces, as it is redde ot Jp- 
Zenn Chit, and ot a noumbꝛe of 
others. And what cruell vengeaunces 
doe weread in the ſcriptures, that haue 
folowed fo: this vice? Beſides the ge- 
neral floud that deſtroted all the world, 
Rs TT defliong dt bt. 
e. Was not the pugo : 

na bter of Jacob,occalion, that all 
the len were hewen to pee⸗ 
ces? and fo2 the violence dooen to the 
wyfe of the leuite, was not the tribe of 
Bentamin bzought to deſtruction 2 And 
of late dates fo2 their diſoꝛdinate life in 
this vice, were not all the frenchemen 
inSfſctle Haine at theringyng of the e⸗ 
— e bell? 2 — — 
the p2oucrbe of the Sicilian euenſonge. 
We ther foꝛe ſeyng how muche this vice 
ts foule,perilious, and damnable, ought 
by fo muche the rather with rea ſon to 
refreiane and gouerne our appetites: 
like as the holie ghoſte by the pꝛophete 
dooeth admoniſſhe vs, 

Be not as herſe or moyles without intellis 


| gene, 
Thot by bitte and bridſe are brovghte to" 62 
bedience, £93 


of this worlde, 


& the nature of vnto out | 
45 * is ſuche, that we vere i 
1 — pen 5 and hat w biche 'Y 

a 
8 we loke koꝛ tot teth vs (11: ſo that 
” 1. — i ong 5 to | 
af a re eds cevyn | 
d, bothe this and DOPE co2po2all — | q 
2 ſures to be ſhoꝛt and vaine, whiche alſo 115 
l doe let and remoue our ſoules from vers 1 
ll tuoute and laudable woozkes, and from 


0 out health: reaſon woulde, we ſhoulde 
Ce not ſuffreour moſt noble ſoules by thoſe 
f meanes to be made ſubiectes vnto our 
moſt vile bodies: beyng aſſured, that in 
our images created to the lykeneſſe ot 
god, we are celeſtial and immoꝛtal crea- 
tures, wheras in our moꝛtal images we 
are no better than wourmes fode. 


C That Beautie is a vaine thyng, 


S koꝛ our bodily beautie J ſee no 
A that houlde moue vs theres 
Lon to ground our thoughtes. Noz 

J woull not now goe about to declare, 
how Plato doeth call vs from the beau- - 
tie ot out bodies, fo the beautte ot our 
myndes . But is there any thpng in it 
other than as the pleaſantti - w 
oure, 


2 rr, 


The vaultee 
a kreſche and fapie in 
e moꝛuyn th it ſelte at nygbe 
all pa } de theſmothe and 
tender ecometh wzinkeled and 
lotheſome : the lyght of the ſparkilyng- 
lookes become darke, the abozne oz gol» 
den heare either fo:ſake vs, oz become 
boꝛe: the tuddie lyꝛes ofthe pounge fas 
ces become pale and ili coloured, the 
tender beardes become creſpte, and the 
vpꝛight perſones become arches . $0 
that vnto them that in the fondeneſle of 
they: deautie haue ouer muche delited, 
there reſteth none other dut a certaine 
bitter memoꝛie, that maketh-theim to 
Cate with the Poete, | 
WW la w 


Yerte 2 
And this is is that lo muche cauleth the 
ſateyng of Lats the hatlotte to de com⸗ 
mended, in that ſhe conſecrated dir b 

u 


tr 
/kyn de vuta-Uenus : becaule (ge 


Wher toꝛe ſcepug beautie to de o baine 
and tranſitoꝛiouſe a thyng, the perſons 
of moſte linely ſppzite haue verie little 
eſtemed it: Spurina feared not to man⸗ 
/ gle bir viſa | a 
ton of adoultrie, And 3 fo 


of this worlde, 
the ſeruite of dis mai ng Dattus. 
tutte of his owne note and ea 


C That fozte and valiauntneſſe 
is vapne, | 


ſpoken by beautte ) mate alſo be 

ſaied by toꝛce, and by thother pꝛo⸗ 

ſperitees of the body. — 22 —— 
Liſimarns — ge. et. u 


TE lyke whereof(that hath been 
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Valiant you ounge me nt ur 1 
e had ot be bis Luc | 

the realme: : and Towügb whoſe vertue 
be had atcdieued many victoztes . But 


. 
r beholde, be that ga ty 
was aner a tid als 
I 
ronge an 
ve overthrew all all hat euct wo wha Be 


Na 
dem and d Hand ther 7 op 
tes in wile that he purchaced ther 


bp the lo: pet was dis 
= 5 n that : ans on bo both they W 
were lain or his owne touldion 1 
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9 —— ſe were 
oulde 


any one, tter. 
en better foz bym, to 
— tl ſtrouge and cruell, and 
moꝛe tuſt and quiete, that he & his might 
haue entoted the Komatne empire? But 
neither his noz pet his allectozie 
ce at is reputed to geue victos 
t Wbiche he had atteigned ſo 
00,90 could defende him from 
thet of — men, as the ſai⸗ 
ng o be pꝛophete verikieth 


"Meuerdelinered ſha be the pri aunt 
For bis — ſi ße euer ſo valiannt; 


So thatmeTtemeth, A may wel cöclude, 


that neither in beautie, noꝛ in fozce, no: 
pet in any other pꝛotperitee, man ought 
to put his telicitee: becauſe they are all 
ſubiectes vnto time,. vnto inftrmitee and 
to a thouſande other miſchiefes . Beſy⸗ 
des that there be diners dzute beaſtes, 
that in diners kyndes ercede man in the 
excellence of giftes of theyz bodies, the 
ll: /egle- 1d the harte are quickerof ſyght: 
fl vet mildem III . mole are ſubtil- 


zearyng ! ;tvevoggrandee grip 
Wine Treat deale: and ma⸗ 
that liue longer then 


man: and many tharare moze lpgbt. 
moe 
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moze ſkronger and moze galtatde than 
he . Wherfo:ze we dught not to put ſo 
muche of our fclicitee in any kynde of 
our owne coꝛpoꝛall foꝛce. 


¶ That riches delerue not to be eſteemed. 


Ut come we now vnto richelle, the 
B thing vntuerſally ſo muche deſired 
and holden ſo deate : though in ve⸗ 
tie deede it neither deſerueth ſo to be de⸗ 
ſyꝛed, noꝛ pet is wooꝛthie to be made ſo 
much ot as it is, becauſe that being ſub⸗ 


iect vnto the power of variable foztune: 


our thoughtes (how muche ſo euer thet 
be enclined) can not be ſurcly ſtayed in 


our ſeifes To mitche to the gettyng of 
theim, that lo — ceaſc not 19 5 0 


other, not contented with the haboun⸗ 
daunce of thoſe fruites, that our mother 
the earthe dooeth 1 koozthe vnto 

our 
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dur vie, forbearenot to entre into it, ſet⸗ 
chyng the ſecrete vepnes thetof to gette 
out the golde and ſiluer, with the other 
metalles. Some other thinke it no peine 
to weare harneyſe, to ſuffer hunger and 
thyꝛſte, beate and colde, to lie and ſlepe 
on the bare carthe, and to putte alſo his 
life in continuall aduenture fo: the one- 
ly hope of a faire date,to matze him ſelte 
tiche with other mens gooddes. Some 
other beſtowe all they? lpues in they? 
countpug houſes, imagenyng how thep 
mate beit gaine (be it lawtull oz vnlaws 
full they paTe not) and many of theim 
can not be reſtreigned neither dy the lam 
of god, noꝛ yet of man, but that thet will 
late out they? money to bſurte, Some 
other kepe open ſhoppes of ghoſtly thin⸗ 
ges, ſellyng not onely the thynges that 
ought not to be ſolde:dut alſo thoſe that 
are impolſible to be bought. And final- 
ly noumbꝛes tyere be, that beſtow they? 
labour in moſt vile and diſhonck exer⸗ 
ciſes, oncly to thentent to becomcriche. 
Fo: there is not ſo miſchieuouſe no2 (a 
vile a thing in all this wozld to be doen, 
as men fo: the gaine of monep woul not 
offre theimſelfes to dove. Whiche cau⸗ 
ſed the great diſciple of Socrates to — 

: char 


10 


ofthis worſde, 


| that there was nothing in this woꝛld more 
perniciouſe than golde and ſiluer, as the : 
| holy ſcriptutes in the Eccleſiaſtes dove Eccle, 10; 
teſtifie » There is nothyng moꝛe miſchi⸗ 
uous than a couetous man, whither moun⸗ 


| 

| teſt thou it bou earth and 2 
| There is nothyng moꝛe wicke 
| 


te wicked than the 

loue of money. Foꝛ who loueth it, ſel⸗ 

leth bis owne ſoule « Aud he that woull 

ſee plentie ot examples of the naughti⸗ 

neſſe and miſchietes, that thꝛough this 

| blinde couerouſeneſſe haue ben commits 
3 ted: let him call to mind the hiſtoꝛies of 
Mm the Komaine emperours, in the whiche 
| be all ſee the recraiteof all fiithineſſe. 
| There (hall he ſec, bow fo2 cucry lyght 
| accuſacion punces gooddes in maner of 
all partes of the world were conkiſcate: 


— 


| and that thekinges, who yelded th ſei⸗ 
__ tes vnder their obcdien 2 8 ei brought 
| any treaſures with theim loft figfpnely 
they: treaſures, but thep2 lites.withall, 


| It by they? teſtamentes they hadmade 


wh Pp 
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They (poyled the temples, and befaced 
the mages of they: owne goddes made 
of go uce : they helde open mar? 
ket ot᷑ other mens lifes, and alſo of their 
dwne tultice : And ftnally there was no⸗ 
thyng (how ſhametull ſo euer it were) 
that they would fozbeare to doe foꝛ mo⸗ 
ney. Yea and not ſo much as the pꝛinces 
of the people of god, but that they haue 
been coꝛrupted with the lyke iniquitee. 
Foz the childzen of Samuel, leauyng 
| The fathers teppes,peruerted thetrown 
| fudgementes fo2 couetouſeneſſe, Like 
as thekyuge Acab cauſed Nabot to be 
ſlatne, to haue his goodes. And Saul, 
againſt the ſpeciall commaundement of 
"god, [aned the heardes of the Amalecht- 
Fes: herok there kolowed vpon him the 
olle of his reigne. with poſſeſſion of the 
wicked ſppꝛite. It (ould be all to long 
to reherſe the notable examples contei⸗ 
gned iu the auncient hiſtones, of the de⸗ 
teſtable wootkes that men haue attem⸗ 
pted through the vnſactable thyꝛſte foꝛ 
golde. And pet one ſhall J tecite haps 
ned of later =_ | 10 
¶ Qaomada the Mooꝛe kyng of Gra⸗ 
nata, beyng in the wartes perſecuted by 
other £3002es, made his * foꝛ 
Wwe üccour 


of this worlde., 


fuccour vuto kynge Peter of Laſtiglia, 
and commpug ght with 


Upm, 570 
hym a great quantitee of treaſure, wht-, 


chetreatur che tempt kyng 


Peter. that he not onely toke it from the 
Mogze, but allo cauſed n 
ſbotre of arrowes: and was the kyzſte 
hym Telterhatiborte at bem + Whers 
of the miſerable kpnge woo2thily rep20- 
ued hym, ſaiyng, that ſhamefully dio- 


latyng his owne faicth again ati taw 
of humanitee and nature, he triumphed 
ouer a kyng that had put bym ſelfe into 
bis handes. Theſe be the fruites that 


growe vpon the ill graffe of the gredie 


deſpꝛe to haue. And pet is there nothing 
to be had, but that whiche God pꝛomp⸗ 
ſeth by the mouthe of his pꝛophete Je⸗ 
temie: That the gooddes of couetouſe 
men ſhall not be emoiẽd of their owne hei⸗ 
res: Whiche me ſecmeth that Dauid 
doocth alſo verifie, in ſaiyng : He gathe⸗ 
reth treaſures, and woteth ot foꝛ whom. 
Wherfote to conclude, what this vice 
is, me ſeemeth it to be none other, but a 
certaine dꝛopſie of the mpnde : Folke 


Jerem. 


2 Cal. ; 8. N 


as hethat is infected with the dꝛopſic, 


the moze he dunketh, the moze ts bis 
theꝛſte, euin ſo the courzoule man, the. 


moze 


: 
i 1 
114 
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The vanifee | 
moꝛe he getteth. the moꝛe is his deſpꝛe. 
Wyhiche is confyzmed by the ſatyug of 
Eccleſtaſt at who loueth money can 
neuer be ſatiſfied. And further this ap⸗ 


Petite Hafh Tuche a pꝛopꝛetee withall, 


that theelder we ware, the ponger doth 


it grow in vs: & the leſſe nede we haue. 


the moze gredie we be. 
¶ That honour is not to be fought fox, 


Ut what ſhall J ſate ot them, that 
12 vpon the winde of ambicion? 

Truelp none other, but that they 
whiche be moſte ambiciouſe, and moſte 
deligent in purchaſpng of honours and 
other dignitees, they are leaſt wooꝛthp 
to haue them. Foꝛ (actoꝛding tothe ſar- 
png of Plato) the good ſhippemaiſters 
ought to be ſought foi. and pꝛaied to go⸗ 
uerne the ſhippes, rather than thei ſhulde 
ſeeke tobe received. And lpkeagttis 
meeter, that the diſeaſed ſeke td the phi⸗ 
Cician fo2 counſatle, than that the phili⸗ 
ctan ſhuld go about to ſeke fo the ſicke: 
Euin lo. be that knoweth bim ſelte apte 


vnta magiſtrate, dignitee 02 office, ſhuld 


rather abyde till he de called therunto 
ehanto feeke fo; rhcim pen & fe: an 
reaſon - 


[2 


of this worlde, 

reaſon woulde, that he chulde be ſonght 
vnto, deſy2ed and p2aicd: as —_—_— Ee 
milius declared well, whan b ele: 
cted conſull again verſa n f a 
cedome, in ſtede o hankyng go people, 
Cated,that be accepted that office fo: their 
oꝛe entended not e —_ 
tharike eim. for if they knewe any ma 
meeter vnro that entrcpuſe than Anowe enen 
prayed theim not to ſpare they: newe ele⸗ 
ction, and he gladlie ſhoulde be contented 
to foꝛgoe tt F: by reaſon of 


whicheo ewas the mote honoura- 
blie can tyꝛmed in that Conſulate, Nes 


uerthel LETT mate be wel and 
e 
kyꝛeth that offi te of 4 


0 commen wealth, and not of hym ſelfe. 

The example wherot hath ben well ſeen 
in the olde Cato, w couetyng to be 
Lenſo?, atid baurng many conco:rentes 
that deſpꝛed the ſame) in ſteede of the 


tlatery and pꝛaters that the ofhersvſed, 
ſated to the people: This people batb / 


nede of a ſevere phiſicron to geye beim 
ſtron on: — — Banach 
g one, as can m n er 
1 n 


tcined that, whiche other men by 4. 
B lit and 
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rie aud friendſhip trauailed foz. This 
kynde of requiring and recetupng of ofs 
fic gnttees, are commendable 
and woozthp, wheras themoze part of 
vs pꝛouoked of our owne peruerſe opini⸗ 
ons, entreate, pate, aud almoſte begge 
fo2 it: one while of the pzince, and an o⸗ 
ther of the people. And many tymes 
the pꝛinces either fo: bꝛibes, oꝛ though 
affection, geue thoſe offices and digni⸗ 
tees, not to theim that deſerye and are 
woozthy of theim, but to ſuche as are 
molt agreable vuto thepꝛ appetites: like 
as the people (who Plato compareth ta 
a great beaſt) furiouſly without diſcre- 
cion nn here and there, 


06.1 
1 — it foloweth, that oftentymes, 


an we thinkero be honoured and ex⸗ 
alted, wit nd rep2oche we finde 
our lelfes guerthꝛowen. Yea and bom 
many times haue the people dooen their 


beſt to put thetm vato rebuke, that haue 
been woozthy men: The hiſtozies de- 
clare euidently the repulſes geuen by 
the people of Rome vnto the Tubcros 
nes, to the Metelli, the Emilii, the Sct- 
pions, the Aarit, and the Catones, and 
not yet contented with thoſe repulſes, 
Howe manic of the moſte noble == 

aue 
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of this worſde. 


daue the wicked people ben accuſtomed 
to hate and perſecute? Did not the Ro⸗ 
maines baniſche the —— Camillus: 
Didde they not 7 
theyꝛ countrey and ior 1ence 2 Did 
not bothe the famous and wozthy Sct- 
, ant : = h Us 
ſhed in exile? And the allo 
mere no leſle Korn Ho — the 
rateſte of _theyz commen LAUDE, _foz 
they made the wo 1 » Milttades to die 
in p2iſo!1 LED: rte Thes 
uſt Ariſ res Dur 0 — k thepz citee. The 
like wherofhath happened in all other 
commen wealthes, as well auncient as 
p:eſent. And why ſhoulde they not? 
hauing the examples of the graueſt No⸗ 
maines and ot the beſt learned Atheni⸗ 
ens befozetheims? As ko pꝛinces, that 
exalte the vnwooꝛthy and ſuppꝛeſſe the 
bettuouſe, becauſe there are ſo many ex⸗ 
amples feen of it daily, J ſhall not nede 
to reherſe the auctoꝛitee of the hiſtoꝛies 
therunto, but this woulle J ſaie, that 
neither the pꝛinces, noꝛ yet the commen 
wealthes, can dichonour the vertuouſe 
by not exaltyng theim vnto the degrees 
of honour, rather in not callyng theim, 
B v thei 


The Vanitee 
tdei dichonour theim ſeifes and the pla⸗ 
ces alſo, in whiche they create the vn⸗ 
woozthy men. For (as Plato ſateth) 


— weed e of an office oꝛ dignt- 
(s 0 


— * in dede, and 
not he whom fauour oz foꝛtune graun- 
And therkoze I ſaie, vatne 


tet 
is their euterpꝛile, that inſekyng of di⸗ 


gnitees and offices conſume thepꝛ likes. 
Foꝛ it thei would conſider what XJ haue 
ſated, and what the places of honour be, 
and that the donour and reuerence, wht- 
che is vled, ts dooen moe to the place 
than to the perſon, ſittyng there in ma⸗ 
ner as the countrefaict dooeth in an ens 
terlude, perchaunce many there be, that 
wouldeeſchewe the vanitee therof, 'whts 
che now purſue it withall theyꝛ power. 
—— this peſtilence is fo great, that not 
2 he tem —— but the ſptritual haue ben 
ball, inſomuche that Chꝛiſt 
th been ſued vnto for the lit⸗ 
— right and lefte hande in his 
kyngdome': and lyke as he anſwered, 


that thei tthetaſked: fomate 
we Rs: ſeekyng de⸗ 
green and Donets (i vhiche can not long 


Fudure) we leeke we wote not what, 


Sha 


Lact bf bo 


of this worlde, 


C That dominion ought not to 
be dellred. 


O2dſbip ſurelte in apparaunceſs a 
L goodly thyng, to the eie onelp, that 

ſeeth no moꝛe but the outward pats 
tes therof. But he that woull penes 
trate furthcr,ſhall perchaunce ſee, that 
withinkoozth it is all an other matticr, 
And to treate tuſtlie therot it behoueth 
vs fy: diligently to conſider, that there 
bee two kyndes of lozdes, the lawfull 
and the tyꝛanne. 


C What a lawfull lozde is. 


F he bea lawfull loꝛde, it behoneth 
him pꝛincipallie to thinke, that he is 


oꝛdepned of Bod ouer his people as 
his lieutenaunt, to gouerne thei and ka 
kepe theim in Ipke man She rs. 
neth and meſcrueth the — gh wozlde : 
and ought to mowe, that thoſe people 


are none of his. no p:epared fo: his pꝛo⸗ 
kite, but rather har he geuen me 
theim as a miniſter, as Paule ſateth to 
the Komaines. The pꝛince is gods mis 
niſter vnto men fo: their wealth, an 


miniſter to auenge with waath 


A 
» 
4 
; 
hs 
. 


2 — 
— — 


— — — 
— — — 
* * 1 


CS y 
® 2 » 
* — 
, , 3 
—— — — - 
5 a =_ » =p 
— — 
— 
"-— - 
© — 


- * — * 


— 
— 
— — — — 
— © . 
. 


The vantee 

kes of the wicked: by reaſon wherof he 
ought not to haue regard vnto his owne 
intereſt, but to the wealth and benetite 
of them that are comitted to his charge. 
Dis office is to pꝛouide, that they maic 
well and honeſtly lyue: He muſte kepe 
them from the aſſault aud violence of 
ſtraungers: It apperteigueth vnto him, 
to kepe them in peace and coucozde: he 
ought to determine their cauſes with 
iuſtice, ſepng that eche man mate haue 
bis owne, with chaſtiſyng the ill, and 
rewardpng and honozypng the. good: he 
muſte 9:deine tudges and magiſtrates, 
not fo: money, fo2 ambicion, oz foꝛ affe- 
ction, but accoꝛdyng to thepꝛ wooꝛthi⸗ 
nelle and merites, and ought to comitte 
that charge vnto enerte man, that the 
appoincted man is moſte apte to entre⸗ 
pꝛiſe. And wheather it be in peace oꝛ in 
warre, openlp oꝛ pꝛiuilie, ſpeakyng oz 
Ddopug, alwaies it halbe neceſſartie fo: 
bym to folowe the lawes, and not to de⸗ 
parte from theim,but to be an executour 
ol them. Fo2 (as Plato ſateth) he that 
ern 2dyng to thelawes, is tru⸗ 

f lawfull loꝛde. And he that 


depaxteth tram them (as the ſame Mla⸗ 


to affiymeth) is a tyʒzaune: But admitte 
— — 
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of this Worlde, 
Plato were not a ſufficient aucthoꝛ bnfo 
this ſentfce, Mopſes him ſelfe, ſpeaking 
of the inſtitucion of a kynge ſateth, that 
he ought tobe with the law, and to reade 
in it all the dates of his life: to the ende 
that he learne How do feare his loꝛd God, 
how to kepe the wooꝛdes of his law, and 
the conſtitucion of the ine, and bow to 
put it in execucion Ati ides that 
Samuel haupug annopucted Saul, and 
made him kynge of Jſraell, wore the 
lawe that he ought to obſerue in a boke 
and ſetit in the light of 50d. Nove ik 
this be the right office ot a loꝛde. wherof 
groweth this great deſire of dominton, 
ſeyng that the loꝛde ought to be ſubiect 
vato themthat ſeme ſubicctes vnto him: 
and that foz the great buſineſſe thereof 
he can ſkarcely finde leyſure to ſlepe 2 
Many times reaſoning with my ſclfe a⸗ 
bout theſe thynges, and callyng to re⸗ 
membꝛance Alexander (who the woꝛlde 
hath ſurnamed the great, and in whom 
by all ltkclihode there haue been diuers 
great gittes of actiuftee) me ſeemeth he 
wanted the p2incipalleſtcondicion that 
+ Whichets, that he 


belonged to a kyng 
knew not what e office of a hing. 
Foz whan he had vainely conceined in 


The vanſtee 


dis minde an opinion to conquere all tbe 
woꝛlde, He laied on a tyme, Whan we 
baue woꝛlde, what ſhall we 
than dooe? O vaine and foolilbe Alex⸗ 
ander what aduatled it the to haue had 
Artſtotle to thy maiſter, if thou haue not 
learned how to finde a dooe, whan well 
thou were loꝛde of all the wo2 lde? what 
other ſhouldeſt thou haue dooen, than 
rule it and gouerne it well? Uerily thou 
baddeſt been moꝛe wooꝛthy to haue been 
called kynge, if thou haddeſt taried at 
home, and goucrned well thyne owne, 
than fo: all thy conqueſtes in vſurpyng 
vpon others: æ better it had ben foꝛ the, 
to haue knowen how to haue gouerned 
thy ſelte. and to haue eſchewed wine and 
ambicion, than to file thy handes with 
the bloud ot tip deereſt and moſt fateth- 
full fricndes, oꝛ to ſuffre thy ſelte to be 
called kpng of the wozlde, 02 euer thou 
badft gotteu a ſmall parte therof : per⸗ 
ſuadyng the people furtherioze, that 
thou waſt the ſonne ot god. But leaue 
we now the fooltſhe Alexander, who ra⸗ 
ther hath merited the name ot tyzanne 
than of kynge, and let vs come to cons 
clude ot the lawful! loꝛde, that ſeeyng 
his office to bee ſuche, as here W — 
au 
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of this worſde. 
haue reherſed, and as it is in deede, 7 
can not ſee any thyng therin, that chulde 
geue man cauſe muche to deſy2e it. Foꝛ 
a moꝛe eaſie thyng it is a great deale to 
be gouerncd, than pleaſaunt to gouerne 
others. 
C What a tyzanne is. 
Nd now that J haue declared, 
A what a lawfull loꝛde ought co be, 
it maie caſtly be conſidered, what 
a ty2anne ts, and in ſew wooꝛdes to des 
ſcriue hym 
He that,maketh his wil a (aw, ond for bym 
ſelfe woorketh al, 
Atyranne (J ſaie) and not a prince you mie 
bym cal, | 
And lyke as theſe kynde of men, appeas 
ryng gloꝛiouſely to the ſight, accompas 
nied and enutronned of a numbꝛe of gen⸗ 
tilmen and miniſters that folow theim 
and ſerue thetm, doe rep2eſent a certaine 
outwarde ſimilitude of felicitee: Euin 
ſo inwardely they the tother ſyde 
turmented with co:ſics and paſſions of 
the arne 
tyeyꝛ arm̃utes can delende they? ill cons 
y ſclences 


The Vee | 
Criences from the internall fut ies. Thes 
neuer haue good timeno2reſt . In coms 
pany of they: owne wpfes (whiche is 
wont to be moſt comfoꝛtable vnto man) 
they haue almoſt no tote, and amongeſt 
they: owne childꝛen ( wherin man ſhuld 
retoice) they ſeeme to be amonge they: 
enemies. Ot the ſweete fruite of friend- 
ſhip they neuer taſte, becauſe that not 
findyng in theyꝛ owne bertes to loue a= 
ny man, they can not conceiue how any 
man ſhould loue them againe. It they 
eate © are popſonu: It 
they eame bloud, 
perſecucion and death: and continually 
tuſpect that, whiche they know theim 
ſeltes wooꝛthp to haue, and are a fearde 
of as many as be they: tubiectes. wher⸗ 
of it foloweth, that they truſt no man. 
And ſome there haue been, that woulde 
neuer goe to bedde with they: owne wp- 
tes, but that thei would fy2ſt ſerche the 
chamber, wheather there were any bo⸗ 
dy hidde, and ſometyme ſerche the verie 
clothes of the bedde fo: feare of ktiifes, 
and many of theim woulde cauſe mens 
beardes & they? owne daughters heare, 
£02 dꝛeade ot᷑ lpke fooliſſheneſſe to be cut 
of, Amongeſt all other Charles —_ 
| rencye 


| ofthis worſde, | 
krenche king, fearing to be poyſoned, tel 


ſted certaine daie 1 takyng any 
mente, whe —— be ickened : thin⸗ 


kyng to fle But ta 


aſſe ouer the reherſal ot the violentand 


athefull endes, that numbꝛes ot them 
haue made in all ages and in all naci⸗ 
ons, J conclude, that there is none aſtate 
ſo vnhappp as that of tyꝛannes, who ei⸗ 
ther muſt liue miſcrablie, oꝛ die ſklaun= 
der fully. J fozbeare to reken vppe the 
troubles that thei haue (be thetlawfull 
loꝛdes 02 ty2annes) in thepꝛ dately war⸗ 
res, the loſſe ot they: men, the deſtructt⸗ 
on of their citees. the ſpo le of their coũ⸗ 
trets, the diſcoumkiture of thepꝛarmies, 
thepꝛ owne captinitce, and a thouſande 
other aducrſitees, that are commentlte 
ſcent. So that in effect loꝛdſhip is more 
bitter than ſweete, and conſequently a 
thyng not to be deſp2ed, And though 
well all the ſweeteneſſe of the worlde 
were to be founde therin, pet ought we 
not therin to put the ende of our deſires. 
Foꝛ (as the apoſtle James ſateth) Sur 
life is none other but a vapour, whiche aps 
peareth a little while, and inc ontinently is 


diſſolne d. 
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The vanitee 
C That fame is a vaine thyng, 


Nd as fo gloꝛie and fame, it is 
A true that it ſemeth euery man, as 
hers more excellent of ſppꝛite, t 
moꝛe doeth be deſpꝛe it: whiche is clere⸗ 
I ſeen in euer ſtudie and in euerp arte, 
as well in armes as in learning, as well 
in peinctute as in grauyng, bothe in the 
Handicraftes, and alſo in houſbandꝛtie, 
in all trauatles, in all peines, and in all 
perilles, it ſeemeth none other ſauour to 
de ſo ſweete, as the hope to atteigne glo⸗ 
rie therokt. Yea and further, this de⸗ 
ſyꝛe is ſo farreentred into our myndes, 
that they mbiche mute bookes in diſ⸗ 
pꝛaiſe of gloꝛie, puttyng tothey2znames, 
ſceke that whiche they perſuade other 
men to auoyde. And thts was it that 
moued Alexander befo2e the tombe of 
Achilles to ſighe and ſate, 


Happie waſt thou Acvilles ſuche grace to 
In , 

As the vaſe of Homer to kepe thyne affes 

Tin mynde, 

Aub the fame was it that moued Juli- 


us Cæſat at the ſight of che image of ã⸗ 
lecandes 


—_—_ > - vm — r 


ofthis worſde, 


lexander to ſighe, becauſe at that agg 
that N 
ges, he pet had dooen nothyng woozth 
of memonte. The lyke: — 
that hap  vnto Ceſar of Cs 
bappened alſo to Themiſtocles of 
tiades, whoſe — ps (norable mars 
kes ot paſſed v oulde not ſuf- 
ter hym toſlepe. nd iyke as is Alexan⸗ 
der fo: the belyꝛe of glozie was liberali / 
vnto w (ers, rant [0 was £ dill⸗ 
gent 1 A x that woulde write 
— * to he at woulde wiite 
10d rein deles tated, th 
— Walde heate noſweeter voice than of 
— that ſhoulde ſyng his owne pꝛai⸗ 
fes. Some moued th2ough thts deſy:e 
baue builded citees, and called them at. 
ter theyꝛ ownenames: ſome haue made 
thetm goody houſes, with puttyng vns 
to thetm lykewiſe the titles of thep2 nas 
mes: ſome haue ſette vp 9922 70 tu⸗ 
res, and ſome goodly images, thynkyng 
to mate theim ſelfes therwith perpetus 
all. But what is all this, in reſpect of 
the lite it ſelfe, whiche many men haue 
ſpente onelp fo: lone of this gloꝛte and 


fame, Fo: examples wherof J coulde 
reken vp noumbzes of 2 6 that who — 
1 0 


7 
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T he Vanitee 
die wate and who by an other, haue difs 
poſed thetin ſelfes vnto wilfull death, 


And amongeſt all other, 
Empedocles in hope to deiſie his name, 
Ihre w hym ſelfe quicke into Ethnas flame. 
But what folowed therot : In ſtede ol 
the godhead that he pzeſuppoſed ſhouid 
haue folowed, he hath left behyade hym 
a notable memoꝛte ot his folie. And pet 
not contented with this, there haue been 
ſome, that with their naughty and wics 
ked doopnges haue ſought to purchace 
immoꝛtalitee vnto theirnames:as Cali⸗ 
a, ſeepug nothyng woozthie wherof 
there ſhoulde remapne any memoꝛte of 
ym, wilthed that in hts tyme there 
te tome not able tupne happen, 
"that choulde geue men cauſe to rcherſe 
And the emperour Adꝛian 
cauſed thoſe to beſlayne, that hemyghe 
here ſhoulde ercell him in any thyng, to 
the entent he myght remayne-as moſt 
excellent of his tyme. Beſides this, 
there haue been temples burned, and 
other fouler thynges dooen onely fo2 the 
deſire of fame, whiche to recyte here 
ſboulde be bothe to longe and alſo to o⸗ 
diouſe. In ettect the pꝛouocacion ot this 


deſire ig ſuche, that lite as in tommen⸗ 
dable 
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ofthis worlde, 
dable thynges it maketh men Hardie, 
euen ſo in diſboneſt thynges it maketh 
theim deſperate . Wherfoze Achall not 
neede toperſwade, how muche vanitee 
8 ton . — pet whan 2 
ow the learned men compare the cart 
vnto the firmament, as a imall poincre 
almoſte inuifible: J can no ut 
aſke, wheatherour fame can paſſe the 
termes of this poinct oz not? I beleue 
no. O02 en it can not 


extende to the full termes therof ; be⸗ 
cauſe the mote p e of this potnecte is 


occupied : and of that parte 
that yet rem no ſmall pozct= 
on is wit on, Becauſe 


the heauens dooe not allowe the ſites 
therof to ſuſtepgne man, either fo: the 
extreme heate, oꝛ fo2 the ertreme colde, 
beſides the numbꝛes of deſertes that are 
occupied with wilde beaſtes : Mluche 
— uy — —— there reſteth 1 7 
mall parte inhabited. 1 4 
that the ſame ſmall parte is deuyded 
into ſo many naciong, that-F- thynke 
there be no one nacion,that knoweth all 
thereſt, noꝛ that is knowen unto all the 
teſt, 2 
ners, that J doubt wheater there be (a 
: —T Ut 


mauy 


a, iv . . 
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The vanitee 
many diuers kyndes of beaſtes, as there 
be langagezotmen.veſides that, the cu 
fto o ſo much vary, that 
commendable one 
lowa other where, 
— 1 F _ * —— 
at (underſtanding one tonge) are very 
few of a whole nacton that canſkylleof 
the oꝛie ot antiquitees* 02 to whoſe 
— e ll Eopiete > thynges = 
reherſed 2 hiehe thynges conſts 
dered, J reſt in maner aſtonicd with my 
ſelfe, to thynke how after the diuiſion 
Of this popnet, the fame of the moſte fa⸗ 
mouſe hath hit feathers ſo clipped, that 
bir whynges woull not beare hir to flie 
thꝛough a ſmall parte of the inhabi⸗ 
tauntes of the leaſt popuct of that other 
poinct. And then tf we woull conſider, 
Howe our fame can haue no place in any 
parte of tbe tyme palled, and than re⸗ 
membte againe, that noumbꝛes of fa- 
mouſe men, whiche haue been in the old 
wo2ldes, ate nom cleane fozgotten, the 
lyke mherofmaie happen vnto vs: J 
thynke, though well we were allured, 


* thatonrtameſhoulde dure to the wo2l- 


des ende, we choulde not pet ſettle our 
telicitet thetin. Foz a thouſande _ 
re⸗ 


CRC ECL ASAT TT FE.) 


* e * 
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of this worde. 
in reſpect of the eternitee is as the twins 
kiynugofancie. ft is witten, that nete 


— — x —ů— 


e but one 
date, and pet J (aie they? life hath moꝛe 


pꝛopoꝛcion towatdes the who K 
the eden dur tame maie haue 
towardes the etẽtuitee. And here in 
earth we can hope to haue none eterni⸗ 
tee, becauſe as the apoſtle Peter affy2s 
meth, the elementes ſhall be deſtroted 
by fy2e, and the earthe withall that is 
conteined in hir, ſhall with tyꝛe be con= 
ſumed . And finally, if it were poſſible 
the earth ſboulde endure f02 euer, and 
our fame ſpꝛeade thozoughe the whole 
woꝛlde like mmoztall. what were 
we the better: at we(from 


whom all feelyngts v 1) en 
— as 


C Lonelufion of the humaine mi⸗ 
ſeric and vanitec, 


Onclude ther koꝛe, that there ts ve⸗ 

( rie little felicitee oꝛ ſtedfaſtneſle to 
be founde in theſe thynges, whers 

in the moſt ot vs vie tg fire our myndes, 
and to applie our trauatle. Foz euident 
III it is, 
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The vanitee 
it is, that our ſtudies in this behalte ate 
none other than expꝛeſſe vanicees aud 
folie. And ther koꝛe ſateth the pzobete, 
The aſtate of man is none other than vanitee 
plaine, 
For he conſumeth bis liſe in thoughtes aud tra⸗ 
uailes vaine, 
And imagenyng (ſaith he) we leade our 
likes, meanyng, that we imagine it poſ⸗ 
ſible fo2 vs to be happie in this darne⸗ 
neſſe, aud in theſe vanitees, whiche in 
vaine we buſte and trauatile our ſelfes 
to gette . wherof it foloweth, that thin- 
kyng to become happie, we finde our ſel⸗ 
tes ouerthzowen in vnhappineſſe and 
miſerte. Foz what greatter can 
there be, than ET the 
charge of outToules foꝛ contentacion of 
our bodies, that we cannow finde no- 
thyng, wherin we. mate well delite oꝛ be 
tuſtly ſatiſtzed 2 The nges here be: 
fo:e reherſed are they, wherunto (as J 
haue ſaied) mens thoughtes are gene- 
rally geuen. Finally amongeſt the phi⸗ 
loſophers there baue been diuers opints 
ons, wherin ſhoulde conſiſt the ende of 
all goodneſſe. And they all togetherg 
wauntyng thelyght of the trouth, —— 
: | abou 


of this warlde, 
about to finde this goodneſle in the bo⸗ 
dies of this wozlde. But ſceyng the 
woꝛlde is compounded and co:ruptible, 
ſufferyng muracion and alteracion, it ts 
impoſſible to fynd any ſtedfaſtneſſe in it. 
And ther toꝛe thoſe wiſemen of the world 
with thepꝛ doctrines, haue remaigned 
wꝛapped in a labpꝛinthe of ignoꝛaunce: 
noꝛ there hath not been ſeen amongeſt 
thetm any lyght of the trouth, ſaupng 
onely inthe doctrine of Plato o de⸗ 
_ = —— be zh be 
happie befo2e 1517 myndes ted 
from = earthly — — 
vnto they nature, Foꝛ wheras 
our vnderſtanding hath no cleere know: 
lage ot thynges, and ther foze can not de 
quiete, it foloweth, that not quietyng it 
ſeife, it is impolſible it ſhoglde fee le the 
true kelicitee. 


The greateſt goodneſſe. 

Nd becauſe the greateſt good ⸗ 
A neſſe is it, that fo2 it ſelfe is deſp⸗ 
red to be gotten, whiche ones got- 

ten mate ſo quiere vs, that we neede not 
to deſyꝛe noꝛ to ſeke any further. Ther⸗ 
fozc dooeih Plato determine, it can be 
| Lv none 


Hlato 
his opint 
on tou⸗ 

chyng ke⸗ 
licitee. 
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The vanitee 
none other, but god onelyc(thongh heca! 
vym not by that name) as he in whom 
all bountie aud perfection conſiſteth, oꝛ 
that is the bountie and per tectid it ſelfe, 
And ik a genttle, bozne in the darzeneſſe 
of this woꝛldelp ignoꝛaunte, ont of the 
law of god, out of the light of thetrouth, 
and out of the fauour of gvace, did ſce 
and perceiue, that here in earth we can 
baue no felicitee no2 ſtedfaſtneſſe : how 
muche mote oughte we that baue the 
cleere knowlageof the true doctrine, of 
the true law, the true lyght and the gift 
of grace? how much moꝛe (ſay J) ought 
we to know the infy2mitee and miſerie 
of moꝛtal thinges 2 and knowpng them, 
to vnfolde our ſeifes out of theim, and 
to lifte vp our thoughtes vnto the true 
aud cfernall felicitee? It is witten in 
the epiſtle to the Bebꝛews, that we haue 
no ſtedfaſt abidyng here: but that we ſeke 
one, whiche ſhall be our habitacion. And 
where is it? truely none other but that, 
towardes the which nature hath ſo fra⸗ 
med vs, that thitherwardes we hane 
our faces reiſed . To heauen, to heauen 
7 (ate, together with our eies we ought 
to ad dꝛeſſe our thoughtes:and that with 
a teadie mynde, becauſe, as the — 
| oete 


of this worlde, 
Poete wꝛiteth 
The heauen⸗ folwyng their conſe ſtill about 


dooe tonne, 
dße · wyng Vs the pleaſures ej their moſt beauti⸗ 
[[fourme, 
Fo: in dede bothe night and date dooeth 
the beauen ſtyll twynde about vs, in a 
maner callyng vs thither, and folowyng 
vs with the ozmament of hir flambyng 
beauties: and as it were ſaipng vnto vs: 
O howe kapie is it that here is hidde 
from pou, it thoſe lightes that gliſtet in 
me, and that ſeeme ſo faire vnto you, be 
none other but ſhadowes in compariſon 
ot the ſuperiour beauties, 


AꝘhiche you earthlimen, that wormes Þ maie 
Tell cal, 

Muſt a fende nfo, to ſupplic tbe angelles fal. 

2 _ — — can be cou moze 

2nes, ann anne ide woke; 

Fane ee eine Dal a euen ſo we that 

hane w 20ught chii 

6 ves our — ither ——— 
all be acco — 0 wherrast Wher⸗ 

foe nowe ſyns our pꝛopꝛetee is ſuche, 


lette vs awake from our longe d;owſie 
llepe, 
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Te vonitee 

Clepe, and beatyng our whynges foges 
ther,mount on the tippe toe, 

Aprſtyng wel our eies towardes that twyn⸗ 


dyng le wre, ä 

That our ceſeſtialſ kynge bath made for vs ſo 
Our lew2e is heauen, with whiche the 
fupernall faukener reclaimeth vs,to the 
entent we ſhuld flee therunto, and thers 
vpon reſt vs. Whertoꝛe liftyng our eies 
vnto heauen, and our mindes aboue hea⸗ 
uen: and confeſſyng our paſſed errours, 
the vanitees of our p2eſent lyfe, and the 
wates of thewoꝛlde, deſpiſyng alſo the 
Wwo21dly doctrines: let vs now beginne 
_ an hote deſpze to ſaie with the pꝛo⸗ 
phete, 

ho ſhal geue me the ſeatbers of a done, 


That J maie flee to neſt me there aboue, 


Ot our lelfes we can not lyfte vs from 
the carth, to put vs on the wate towar⸗ 
des that celeſtiall countrep, it we be not 
holpen and guided the wate. who than 
Wall belpe vs? who (hall feather our 
whynges*? and who ſhall be our guide 
in ſo ſtype and longe a vpage, as from 
the earth vnto heauen e Surely : —— 

QUE 


of this Worlde, 
Ladour it is fo: vs, amongeſt our ſelfes 
to finde hym that ſhalbe ourſkoute, and 
that (hall geue vs not the feathers of a 
doue, noꝛ ot an Egle, but angelles tea⸗ 
thers to carie vs vpon the whynges of 
the winde: amongeſt vs is the light that 
lightneth euery man, whiche comerh in⸗ 
to this woꝛlde: and amongeſt vs is that 
ſoonne of the celeſttall father, whiche 
hath geuen vs power to become ſonnes 
ot god. And now being become ſonnes 
of god, ought we to doubt, that he our 
father woul not dꝛaw vs hts ſonnes vn- 
to hym e: No, no, truely no: Let vs ap⸗ 
ply our ſeltes ther foꝛe to ſcke this wate, 
and let vs this date beginne to ſeke this 
lyght, and this ſonne of Sod: becauſe 
(as thapoſtle James wꝛiteth) we know 
not what ſhall be to moꝛow. 


Cchziſt is the waſe, the veritee, 
and the like. 


He right wap to atteine the great⸗ 

teſt goodneſſe, and to goe vnto the 

true and perkite felicttee, is that 

whiche &ſate pꝛophecied ſhould becal- 

ted the wate of holineſſe: whertn a ſpots 

ted man ſhoulde not put his keete . — 
i 


Fac, 4, 


The vanitee 


this is none other but our fatſonr Yeſis 
£bh:it (who ſaiyng, 2 am the waie, the 

peritee, and the life, and that none cometh 

to the father but by my meane) teacheth 

vs, that we ought to ſeetze none other 

waie: becauſe that he beyng the waie, 
we beyng with hym, ſhall be ſure not to 

wander: and he beyng the veritee, we 

ought not to feare, that we ſhoulde be” 
decctued, and healſo beyng the life we 
are ſure, that he woull not let vs fall ins 

to the ſhadow of death. Ind ſeyng fur= 

thermoꝛe, that he is the light, it is to be 

ſuppoſed, that thoſe wates, whiche are 

tatte from him, are dawencle, aud who 

that walketh in the darke, woteth not whi⸗ 
ther he goeth. Beſides that the bighe 
father bath witneſſed fo2 bym, ſatyng, 
This is my welbeloued ſonne, in whom JY 
haue pleated my ſelfe, heare him: whiche 
declareth, that there is none other wiais 
to come vnto hm. 


¶ Lyziſt vnitcth man vnto god; 


god and vs: as he that in his gods 
bead bepng true ſoonne of god, 1s 


one lelte thyng with God; and * 


=t than is the true meane betwene 


of this worſde. 


His manhode beyng true ſonne of mar, 
ts one ſelfe thyng with man. Thzough 
which vnion that he hath with god and 
with man, he beyng meane, dooeth ſo vs 
nite man with god, that man entreth ine 
to god, and god into man: as Chꝛiſt him 
ſelfe witneſſeth, ſatyng: J am in the fa⸗ 
ther, and he is in me, and you in me and 7 
in you: Foꝛ it᷑ we be in Chꝛiſt, and he in 
the father, it foloweth alſo, that we are 
in the father: And if Chꝛiſt be in vs, and 
the father in hym, conſequently mult the 
father alſo be in vs, | 


C The life of Lhziſte in this wonde. 
Be fo: all this J mate not fo2aette 


— ſaie. — — aa ral rb eſe ; 
thyuges vnto them that ſhall kepe -/ 
his — — i com? - 

maundementfes_ar that he with 
his owne woꝛrkes and woozdes hath de⸗ 
clared vnto vs. And as longe as we 
folowe the wates of the woꝛlde and of 
the fleſhe, it ts imppſſible toꝛvs to walke 
after his examples, oꝛ to put his woꝛdes 
in erecucion. Foz he neuer ſought the 
pleaſures of delicate meates, no? of pꝛe⸗ 


cious wines; but faſted and ſuffred hun⸗ 


ger and 
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The vanitee | 
ger and thirſte. Ind in his hunger Had 
Nones pꝛeſented vnto him, went ſeekyng 
truite on the trees, and founde none, fo: 
thirſte demaunded water of a ſtraunge 
woman, and in his laſt thyꝛſt was tedde 
with a moſt bitter d2tnke. De haban⸗ 
doned all other cozpozall dentes, and 
kept the flourt of his virginitee imma⸗ 


culite: and much loued clenneſſe, that 
He wolde be bozneof a mapde. In the 
beaũtit dt his bodie he delited not, ſuf- 
tryng hym ſelfe to be ſpytte vpon, to be 
haled and toꝛne. De vſed not his foꝛce, 
whan hauyng auercome the wo2ld with 
the pꝛince therot, he wouldeſuffre hym 
ſelte to be taken and bound of them that 
tell at his woꝛde. De eſtemed ſo muche 
richellſe, that all the riche men of the 
woꝛld hep ug but his diſpenlours, he yet 
woulde be bone in a table, and ltupng 
here in the earth amongeſt men (wheras 
the foxes haue their buries, and the birdes 
they: neſtes ) he had no plate to put in his 
beade. Ot honours he was fo ſtudti⸗ 


ouſe, that ron ndur pꝛopꝛelie aps 
pertetgned_vnto htm, yet woulde he vie 
groſſely the compane of the publicanes 
and commen people: and in ſteede of an 


ponourable tribunall wolde — 
t 


ofthis worſde. 


the tree of the crolle betweene two thea 
nes, Andvnto loꝛdſhip be clymbed ſo, 


that beyng kyng of kynges, and loꝛde of 
loꝛdes, he liued aun eee as & 
ſubtect ſent eter a filſhyng to pate the 


duette vnto the cuſtomers: and ktledde 
from theim that would haue made him 
kynge. As fo: fame he was no mote ſtu⸗ 
diouſe thcrof ther wo2ldly 
oꝛ de beyng the tame that 


onely deſerue aunded the 
ſicke that aled not to publiſche 
his wootkes abꝛoade: 2 and ſu uffred nor 
the diucls to tell what «tbe was. And ik 
he, in whom was all pleaſutes, all beau⸗ 
tie. and all power: and 12 whom} pꝛo⸗ 
cedech telle alt honours and alk 
empir ©, and be who is kyng of all true 
glo2te, Htuyng tn this wozlde with vs, 


— all theſe _ 8 geuyng vs 
example to dooe the like i bos 
with ſo muche fudie a : o 
low the contratie? woull be iop⸗ 


gned with Thiiſt, it behoucth vs not to 
folow the wales of the wo2ide and of 
the fleſbe. Bccauſe that his pꝛocedpn⸗ 
ges haupug been fatteoffrom thoſe, he 
that walketh by theim taketh a diuerſe 
wale from Chꝛiſt: and _ moꝛe we = 

uu 


The vanikee 

in theim, the further we ſeparate our 
felfes from him: as dpuers lynes that 
d:awen ſtreight from one poinct, the lots 
t that thet goe, the moꝛe different thet 
e. And ſyns we haue b:teflic declared 
by his example, whiche is the wate to 
goe vnto etcrnall bliſſe, J woull we ſee 
now, as neere as we can, what the waig 

that his wooꝛde teacheth vs is. 


¶ Eternall life, 
1 E than addꝛelſing him ſelte towat⸗ 


des his celeſtiatl father, ſaieth on 

thts wiſe: This is euerlaſtyng life, 

that they knowe the onely God, and that 

eſu Chꝛiſt, whom thon haſt ſent , Unto 

hiche knowtage we muſt beleeue, that 

we neither by the ſubtiltee of our owne 

wittes, noꝛ ret by the pzofoundeneſſe of 

dur ſciences,can euer atteigne, the thing 

beyng of ſo ample, ſo vameaſurable, and 
fo tncopzehenſable a greatneſle as it is, 


C The knowlageof God, 


©! that knowlage, that we muſte 
Þ ore to haue of hym, muſe come by 
grace thꝛough the light ot him, that 


mais 1tghten out vnderſtandynges, and 
| open 


— „ 


. 


of this worſde. 
open theefes of our mpndeg:and reſt we 
all in continuall darkneſſt. if thoſe ins 
wardectes receiue not lyght by that (us 
pernall ſonne, as our naturall eres haue 
power to diſcerne the thynges of this 
woꝛlde by the ſonne that we daielp (ce. 

And ther foꝛe (ated the apoſtle true : that 


with the cies of our myndeẽ ta ſee god, it 
beyouet pit With tie tight of his 
owne lyght to diſconer hym ſelfe vnto 
vs: which the diuine bounter hath doen, 
not onely by geupug vs elyof 
his grace, and ſendyng into thearth his 


onely begotten ſonne: who is (as it hath 
ben kalet ) ee light, and it that lights 
no 


neth euery mancomm is world: 
But alſo by th ſcudpng of 
the holy ghoſtinto rhe hertes of his cles 
cred, with faſeth to kendle in theim the 
light of his grate. This light than of 
the euerlaſtpng ſonne beyng ſpiedde o⸗ 
uer vs, hath diſcoucred vnto our eies the 
light of our immoꝛtall part: by the whts 
che beholdyng god through Chiiſte, we 
mate by our faicth in Chꝛiſt come to the 

D 16 knows 
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knowlage of god. But to this faieth 
and belefe there behoueth no ſmall cons 
ſideracion: Foz we muſt kepe the wate 
of ipfe, mainteignyng our kateth liuelp 
with good woozkes. Becauſe that like 
as woꝛkes without faieth are not reccis 


Med of god 71 euen ſo our faieth is 
ut dead, it it ſhew not hir ſelte fruites 


alt bycharitable woozüyng. And as 
grace and mercie ot god ig habouns 


Daunt in vs without our deſerupng, (g 
with our good woozkes ougy/t we to fos 


low his commandementes to make our 
ſcifes apt velletles of his grace and vers 
cue, and to become kiuely tabernacles of 
the hoty ghoſt. Foꝛ (as Paule ſatcth) 
Not they that heare the law, but thei that 
fulfill the law hall be iuſtified befoꝛe god: 
dooyng vs to vnderſtande, that though 
we baue our iuſtificacion of fateth: Yet 
in manerit ſutfiſeth vs not without woꝛ⸗ 
kes. And James the apoilc wiiteth, 
that if any man ſaie, be bath fateth, and 
woorketh not, his faicth is dead: and fo⸗ 
towpng,in ſpeakyng of Abrahams tuſti⸗ 
ficacton, he ſatth, That thzough his wor: 
kes he was (uſtified, bauyng offred his ſon 
Iſaac vnto the aulter: and that faieth did 
vclpe hem to wooꝛke, whiche faieth = 
roug 


ofthis worlde. 


rough the worke was made perfite . Int 
addeth furthermoze theſe woꝛdes: Bees 
bold therfoꝛe, that man is iuſtified by big 
de des and not by bis faith onely . To the 
p2ouffe wherof he alleageth an other ex⸗ 
ample of Raab, who foz ſauing the meſs 
ſengers of the people ot god, was ſaued 
hir ſclfe, and ſateth on this wyſe: Likes 
wyle was not Raab the harlot iuſtified by 
bir wootkes, hauyng receiued the meſſens 
gers, and conueyedthemawate 2 Wher⸗ 
fore he concludeth,that as the body with⸗ 
out ſpyꝛite is dead, euin ſo is ſaieth withs 
out wootkes, But this (you muſt cons 
ſider} be bath not wꝛitten to extoll woꝛ⸗ 
kes withall, oꝛ to take from Bod any 
parte of his alone (who of his diuine 
bountce by mecre grace e by faicth one⸗ 
ly dooeth iuſttfie vs) but to the cutent 
that beyng already aſſured in faieth, we 
chuld be the moꝛe ready with good wo2= 
kes to confirme and encteaſe our faicth, 
Fo? this liuely and wooezkyng faicth is 
it that Ch:iſt meaned, whan he ſated ; 
So let your lightſhine in the ſight of mer, 
that they mate ſee your good wootkes, 
Foz if you kepe Your faieth cloſch in 
vous Hertes without wooꝛkyng, it can 
geue no light at all: as it mais appearg 
| D in alto 
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The vanifee 
alſo by that other ſaipng of Chꝛiſte: A 
am the vine, and pou the bꝛaunches: and 
they that bꝛynge fooꝛth no fruite ſhall be 
ſhzedde awaie. Foꝛ Ch2iſte beyng our 
bodte, and we his membꝛes: he woulde 


we ſhulde know, that he woull not take 


theim toꝛ his memdꝛes, that woull not 
trauaile by well wooꝛkpng to perſeuere 
in hym, as it is euident by exaumple of 
the carſe he gaue vnto the fygge tree, 
that hc founde fruitelicſle. 
¶ But becauſe this matter is moꝛe then 
euident, it is tyme we enter to diffine 
what thoſe thinges ought to be, whiche 
we ſhoulde wootke, willyng to remaine 
in the aſtate of Jeſu Chꝛiſt. And where 
can we ſo well learne it, as of Chꝛiſt him 
ſeltee who (haupng ſaied befoze, that 
all the law and pꝛophetes depended on 
two commandementes, that is to wete, 
on the loue of god and ot the neighbour) 
the laſt euennyng that he fupped with 
His bcloued dffriples, knowyng he ſhuld 
no moe cate as a mottall man with 
theim, he ſhewed theim right well, how 
perfectiy he loucd them. Fo2 after that 
he dad waſſbed they? feete, and licenced 
Judas to goe about his bargaine, he oꝛ⸗ 
deigned his teſtament, in the whiche as 
| monges 


ofthis worlde, 
mongeſt other thynges, the wooꝛdes of 
his wyll were theſe, 


C The teſtament of Lhiift, 
[ Geue you a new commaundement, 


that you lone welltogethers: As / 
J baue bees Fon, ſolape you one / 


an other: and therby ſhall men know that 
vou are my diſciples, if you haue charitee 
amongeſt you , O Itdent loue of the di⸗ 
uine benignitee, O liberall bentgnitce 
of the diuine lone, De lated not, as he 
had ſated befoze vnto the people, that 
the p2incipalt commaundement was, 
Thouſhouldeſt1 od with all thyne 
bert, with all thy minde, and all thy ſoule, 
and that the ſecond was: Thou ſhuldeſt 


burden of the law you (PITT befriendes 
amongeſt pour ſelfes, and that you loue 
one an other as Thane loued you ; and 
you ſhalbe knowen foz my diſciples, not 
it vou loue celebꝛate 02 woꝛſhip me, but 
if you loue amongeſt ＋ lcifes, and it 


fity chdte⸗ 


(The new 
commande 
ment, com⸗ 
pꝛehendeth 
the whole 
law 
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chatitee be with you. Beholde here. 
bowe many waies, and by howe many 
meanes our tweete ſauiour goeth about 
to dꝛaw vs eaſelie vnto ſaluacion, De 
with this one lighte commaundement 
enduceth vs to the fulfillynge of the 
whole law: whiche dependpng beko: 

on two commaundementes (the loue o 

God and of the neighbour) is now com⸗ 
pꝛehended in this one new commaunde⸗ 
ment on this wile: Our lautour Chꝛiſt 
beyng man amongeſt vs, was one of vs 
that ſhoulde loue amongeſt our ſeltes: 
aud ſo loupng hym (beyng alſo Bod) it 
came to paſſe, that we loued god, by rea- 
ſon wherot in this one commanundement 
was the whole law fulftlled, whiche 
befaze Chziſtes incarnacion was im⸗ 


'PoTible, Bod and man beyng through 


our defaulte of nature and rebeliton 
plainly ſeparate , Butnow that Chick. 


bothe by arace and by nature had toys 


gned thetm togethers, be woulde alſo 
knitte the two oldepecepces tn one, and 


fo2 the new an of it 
in vnſtyng man wi od, woulde alſo 
call it che new commandement ; becauſe 
routed the lnuent ran ith the Thus 
ofgid. Aud this in mine opinion ts rye 


of 
rue 


of this worlde. 
true interpꝛetacion ofthoſe woꝛdes. 


C Thclone ot God towardes vs, 


lyng of his law commanded vs ta 
loue amongeſt our ſclfes, + how? 
euen as he hath loued vs. But how 
hath our lozde loued vs? So muche, 
that it can not beerp:eſſed. Fo2(beſides 
that hehath created vs of naught, and 
fourmed vs vnto his owne tmage and 
likenelTe, and hath o2zdepned vs ouer all 
the wootkes of his handes, hauyng put 
all thinges vnder our keete) wheras we 
by diſobedience tourned our backes vns 
to hym: and thzoughe our owne faulte 
and wilfuineſe are becomen rebelles a⸗ 
p_ bim: he to reconcile vs vnto him, 
ath wilted hym ſelfeto dooe penaunce 
toꝛ our ſinne, and to make vs apte to as 
ſcende vnto him (as the pꝛophete ſaieth 
in his pſalmes) he made the heauens to 
encline and deſcended vnto vs, 


of cod he became man to make vs parttakers 
of his dunnitee, 

Of immortal he made bym ſeſſe mortal, to geue 

s ſis ctemntee. 


Nis than hath our loꝛde fo2 fulfils 


do Ot im⸗ 


The Vonitee 
Ot impallible he made hym ſelfe palli⸗ 
ble to delpuer vs from paſſion, beyng 
pure and vncreate, he toke on hym an 
earthclie bodie, to make our ſoules and 
bodies glo:tfied: He dwelled iu the erth 
to make vs citiſins af heauen: De ſut⸗ 
fred hunger and thyꝛſt to feede vs with 
Ambroſia, and with angelles foode: De 
tutkred bin ſelfe to be tempted of the di⸗ 
uel, to deliuer vs from his temptactons: 
De wolde be taken and bounde, to looſe 
and deliner vs out of the chaines of out 
enemie : De fuffred him ſelfe to be ſcour⸗ 
ged and tourmented, to dꝛawe vs out of 
peine and taurmentes: He refuſed not 
tobg reiſed vp on the crolle, to reile vs 
vnto cternall triumph: No2 yet tetuſed 
to be mounded with fpeare aud naples. 
to hea le out incurable woundes : heſuf- 
fered acrowne of pꝛickpug thoꝛnes, ta 
crowne vs with the crowne of glozy : be 
willed to die, to purchace our lifes : and 
deſcended vnto bell, to make vs aſcende 
vuto heauen. Theſethynges hath our 
ſautour dooen foꝛ our loue, beſpdes ins 
finite others, whiche J chulde nat be ha⸗ 
ble to reherſe, though well J had all the 
tounges bothe of men and of angelles. 


Jud yet foz all the feruent loue that de 
path 


of this werde. 


hath boꝛne vs, and foꝛ all the wonders 
that be hath doen and ſuffred foz vs, be 
requypzeth no moe of vs but loue, and 
bow 2 Not fo2 him ſelte alone, but in tos 
ken that we are his, he bath centred into 
pur company, and rekenyug him ſelfe as 
one of vs, hach willed vs in louyng one 
an other, to loue hym amongeſt our ſels 
tes. But peraduenture ſome map thinke 
this an harde commandement, that we 
ſhould loue no leſſe amongeſt our felfes, 
than as he bath loued vs: becauſe his 
loue bepug infinite, it is impoſſible out 
joue ſhoulde be equall therunto . Whers 
toꝛe it is to be noted, that Jeſu Lh2iſte, 
who deſcended from the boaſome of the 
eternall fathcr into this vale of miſerie, 
to make vs an eaſie waic pnto paradiſe, 
neither commaundeth vs tmpoſſibilitee, 
noꝛ pet any thyng that ſhoulde be ouer 
barde fo2 vs to fulfill. For he ſaieth 
not, that we ſhuld loue ſo muche amons 
geſt our ſelfes,as be hath loued vs: but 
that we ſhuld loue togethers in ltke mas 
1 — as he hath loued vs, as it were to 
le. 


What 
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t our mutuall long 
bought to be. 


— — . 
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woull not that you loue togethers 

as woꝛldly men are wont to dooe, 
whole woes and loue tende pꝛo⸗ 

ely 2 and p:0- 
ite. Fox all the benefires that they dog 
— they? Ir doen in 
ope ot ſome delite, p2oftte oꝛ honour, 
that ſhulde folow therof. J woull not 
(ſateth Co u laue after that 
Cozte, but you ought ta loue together, as 


you haue (cen me lone you. iche hath 
ben not fo2 mine owne intereſt, but altos 
gether 83 FT Iealeh, pour venefre 
and youreraltacion. So than ſhall you 


loue togethers, that eche man ſhall de⸗ 
ſire to helpe orher_withoilk refpect vnrs 


any intereſt of Hig awne: and ſo (in mine 
opinion) ſhall we fulfill the ſentence of 
thofe woꝛdes of our ſauiour, whan this 


- Joue amongeſt ours Ates is free and li⸗ 

berall, and not vttcred of purpoke as a 
merchaundiſe. Finally it is a won⸗ 
der to couſider the vuſpeakeable boung 
tee, the incomparable benignuitee, and 


the incompzehenſible loue of Chꝛiſt tos 
wardes 


of this worlde. 


wardes bs, who not contented by his 
owne craumple to pzouoke vs curteſs 
lie to loue togethets, hath yet further 
bounde hym ſelife, foꝛ the loue amongeſt 
our ſeltes, and fot the charitce that we 
halbe knitte togethers in, to reward vs 
moſt largelie, ſatpug: At we helpe one 
an other in our neceſſitees, if we viſite 
one an other, and recetue one an other, 
all tye good that we ſhall doe vnto our 
neighbours, we ſball doe vnto hym: and 
there ſhall not be one dꝛaught of colds 
water geuen, but that he woull ſee it res 
warded. And with what rewarde: 
Tbe good deede to be multiplied by an 
bund:ethfolde, and fo geue vs euerla⸗ 
png life withall. This ſhalbe the res 
warde of our loue. Andoar loue is 
it that muſt make vs whynges tob:ynge 
vs vp into the true wate towardes the 
high felicitee. Foz our loue and beyng 
in charitee togethers, is it that reiſeth 
vs vp, and that knitteth vs vnto god, as 
the deetelte beloued apoſtle of Cite 
ſaith: god is charitee, and he that dwel⸗ 
leth in charitee, dwelleth in God, and 
god in hym. 


The 
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C The concluſion of our doynges, what 


they ought to be, 

Ow haupng fotinde, what the true 
NE ot man is, and what is the 

meane and wate to bipnge bym 
thereunto, ſhaupug of all theſe ſhozte 
woꝛldelp pleaſures, the fraile cozpo2all 
pꝛoſperitees. the coꝛruptible richeſſe, the 
ambiciouſe and inconſtant honours, the 
great and perillouſe lozdeſhippes, and 
the tranſitoꝛte \moke of moꝛtall fame: 
lette vs diſpoſe our ſeltes with all out 
hertes and with all our myndes vnto 
this moſte holy loue, that Chꝛiſte calleth 
vs vnto, and vnto this moſte gloztouſe 
charitee, that knitreth vs together with 


Bod: and ſo loupũglie fogethers, lette 
vs feede Chic in the 
Din ern in 


the naked, herbozoughe hym with the 
berbozoughlelle, viſite hym in the liche, 
redcemeHym with the captiues, and bu⸗ 
tie hym with the deade. And this not 
with our hatines anelie. butcufo2cyng 
vs to haue our myndes open tomardes 
Lh1>t, let vs teache the rude, counſatle 
the ignozaunt, repzoue theim that erre, 
| com⸗ 


of this Worlde; 
, and beare pac 
eim that 


Of all woche thinges let vs frelp make 
a pꝛeſent vnto Chꝛiſte, in yeldyng vnto 
hym by our lyberalytee towardes our 
neighbours, that whiche he moſt liberaz 
ly hath geuen vs. And ſo vntted tn cha⸗ 
ritee amongeſt our ſeltes, as true mem⸗ 
bꝛes of that bodie, wherof Chꝛiſt is the 
head, we ſhall finde our ſeltes by Chꝛiſt 
alſo vnited vnto God: and with our 
myndes all ſeparated from the face ot 
theſe vaine, moꝛtall and earthlie thyn= 
ges, attendyng onelp vnto the true cele⸗ 
ſttall and euerlaſtyng goodneſſe,enflam- 
bed with feruent deſire therof, we ſhall 
beginne to late vnto hym with the pꝛo⸗ 


phete, | 
Than ſhalbe ſatiſfied our cheere 


Chan that iy gletic ſhall apperre, 


FINIS, 


JMPRINTBD AT LO Ns 
DON IN FLETESTRETE 
IN TRA HOVSS OF. THOS 

| mas Berthelet. 
| | Cum priuilegio ad impri⸗ 
|| mendum ſolum, 
1 ANNO. M. 0. 
„ Kir, 


